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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirement

s  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200286: Mozambique 

Country Programme 

Mar 12 –

Dec 15 
1,569,728 

104,084,22

3 
50,097,496 48% 

                                  

13,885,039  

 

Canada, ONE UN, 

Belgium, Private 

Donors and Japan 

PRRO 200355: Assistance to 

Vulnerable Groups and 

Disaster Affected 

Populations in Mozambique 

Mar 12 –

Dec 15 
253,000 46,571,894 21,216,769 46% 

                                    

4,837,540  

 

USAID/FFP, CERF,  

Canada, Germany 

and Switzerland 

SO 200814: Prov. Of 

Logistics and Emergency 

Telecoms Support to 

Humanitarian Emergency 

Ops in Flood Affected Areas 

of Mozambique 

Jan 15 – 

Aug 15 
n/a 2,387,819 1,612,092 68% n/a CERF, USA, EU 

*July-December 2015 

Summary of WFP assistance: In Mozambique, WFP implements a Country Programme, a Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation and a Special Operation. WFP also implements a Bilateral Agreement designed to provide procurement and 

logistics services in support of the Nutrition Rehabilitation Programme established by the Government of Mozambique. 

Through a Trust Fund to Accelerate Progress towards Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 1c, WFP is able to focus additional 

support on nutrition activities, as well as strengthen smallholder farmers’ access to markets. WFP’s Purchase for Progress 

(P4P) pilot activities have been mainstreamed into the Trust Fund, which help build the capacity of smallholder farmers – 

particularly women - to become competitive players in agricultural markets.  

WFP reaches some 260,000 people through its Country programme. It aims to support human and social development by 

improving basic nutrition and scaling up social protection programmes. Specific activities include supporting a home-grown 

school feeding programme; strengthening livelihoods by enhancing smallholder farmers' opportunities to access markets; 

and improving food security information for disaster risk reduction. It creates an integrated safety net system, mirroring 

and complementing the approach adopted by the government in order to build a national social protection programme. WFP 

promotes women’s empowerment and gender equality throughout all programme activities, including by promoting female 

leadership and decision making in school councils and in the design of safety net projects for communities. 

The relief operation aims to enable rapid and effective responses to emergency needs and to support early recovery from 

shocks, including by building government capacity to mitigate disasters and respond to emergencies. To this end, WFP is 

preparing the National Institute for Disaster Management for a future hand-over by building relief and recovery adeptness 

at the local level. WFP coordinates these long-term sustainability efforts through the Humanitarian Country Team Working 

Group, composed of all UN agencies.  

The Special Operation was established in response to severe flooding caused by heavy rains throughout Zambézia province 

in early 2015, leading the government to declare a “red alert” on 12 January for the central and northern regions. Over 

327,000 people were affected by the floods, of which, some 56,000 people were temporarily displaced. In addition to 

destroying homes and critically impacting people’s livelihoods, the floods also damaged crucial infrastructure, including 

roads, bridges, railways, water supply systems, and schools. WFP provides additional logistics and emergency 

telecommunications assistance to organisations that are part of the overall floods response. WFP is the ‘Lead Agency’ for 

the Logistics and Telecommunications Clusters, which supports coordination between specific humanitarian sectors, manages 

logistics assets, and disseminates information on the emergency response.   

As part of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement in Mozambique, WFP chairs the SUN Business Network in partnership 

with the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), and is an active member of the SUN UN Network. WFP's operations 

are strengthened by collaborations with other UN agencies, as well as with national and international NGOs. WFP 

interventions support the achievement of all eight MDGs.  

Under its 2012-2015 strategy, WFP prioritises human and 

social development, market access, and disaster risk 

management. This reflects WFP’s transition from food aid to 

food assistance, with a focus on enhancing government 

programmes to develop sustainable national solutions to food 

insecurity.  

WFP also uses innovative delivery methods such as cash and 

vouchers in districts where necessary infrastructure and food 

is available, thus contributing to the local economy. WFP is 

developing a new Strategic Plan for the period 2017-2021, 

which will be based on the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and the UN Secretary General’s Zero Hunger 

Challenge. WFP has been present in Mozambique since 1977. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP creates an integrated safety net system that aligns with the government’s efforts to build a national social protection 

programme. WFP works in support of government-led strategies in collaboration with other UN agencies (under the United 

Nations Development Assistance Framework 2012-2016). Capacity development interventions on emergency relief and 

recovery are conducted through the United Nations Humanitarian Country Team, to which WFP is an active contributor. 

WFP’s capacity development efforts focus on a future handover of the National Institute for Disaster Management. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Mozambique is a low income, food deficit country, with a 

population of 25 million, and ranks 178 out of 187 countries 

on the 2014 Human Development Index. It emerged from civil 

war 20 years ago as one of the most impoverished countries 

in the world. Despite impressive economic progress in recent 

years, the country still faces significant socio-economic 

challenges. Half a million children aged 6-23 months are 

undernourished, and 34 percent of the population is 

chronically food insecure. While seventy percent of 

Mozambique's population lives in rural areas, urban food 

insecurity is also an increasing problem. The country's stunting 

prevalence for children under age five is high at 43 percent. 

These problems are further aggravated by the high HIV 

prevalence (about 11 percent and ranked 8th globally), and 

chronic exposure to weather related hazards. More than half 

of the population lives below the poverty line. While the 

southern and central regions are drought prone, floods occur 

every two to three years along major river basins and in poorly 

drained urban settlements. More than 60 percent of the 

population lives in coastal areas highly vulnerable to rapid on-

set disasters such as cyclones, storms and flash floods. 

Climatic shocks damage lives and livelihoods, destroy 

infrastructure, and restrict economic growth.  

The United Nations Development Assistance Framework, which has been extended through 2016, is aligned with national 

priorities outlined in the government's five year plan, the Poverty Reduction Strategy (2011-2014) and national sector 

policies. Mozambique is a United Nations 'Delivering as One' country. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP and the Ministry of Education and Human 

Development signed a 2015 Memorandum of 

Understanding on 6 April for the continuation of 

WFP’s support to the national School Feeding pilot 

activities. WFP initially provided cash-transfers to 

12 schools, as part of testing decentralised food 

procurement for the national home-grown school 

feeding programme.  

 On 7 June, the Government received an 

international recognition award for achieving the 

indicator of the first MDG by halving the proportion 

of people who suffer from hunger. This prize was 

given at a joint event organised by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) and WFP in the 39th 

Session of the UN Conference on Agriculture and 

Food in Rome, Italy. 

 On 21 June, the Government, WFP, UNICEF and the 

international NGO Population Communications 

International launched an innovative radio drama 

series “ouro negro.” These educational and 

entertaining programmes, which will be broadcast 

by the National Radio, aim to stimulate dialogue in 

families and communities as well as to inspire a 

social and behaviour change in the areas of 

maternal and child health, nutrition, HIV 

prevention, education and child protection. 

 The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (Fews Net) released 

a Mozambique Food Security Outlook covering the period from 

April-Sept 2015. The report indicated that from Jan-March 2015, 

rainfall was well below normal and erratic, with long dry spells. 

The assessment noted that crop prospects were affected by 

excessive rainfall in the north and extended dryness in the south. 

Affected people will likely face lack of water, with no possibility 

to replant crops. Moreover, food prices may increase, and 

livestock may face lack of water and poor feeding grass. 

 Lack of adequate funding is a critical challenge for WFP’s relief 

assistance to people affected by floods and drought, as well as 

to refugees. WFP requires about USD 5 million to cover the 

planned activities until December 2015. The absence of WFP’s 

food and nutritional support will force both people that have 

been severely affected by recent floods, and people that will be 

affected by drought, to resort to negative coping strategies 

including consumption of foods not fit for humans, migration 

from the livelihoods zones, and school drop-outs. These negative 

coping mechanisms in a post-disaster context could result in 

quick deterioration of the nutritional status for a large part of the 

population. 

 Lack of funding for the government’s National Social Protection 

Programme will expose the most vulnerable people to food 

insecurity. As of April 2015, lack of funds forced WFP to cease 

its safety nets schemes, leaving some 181,000 of Mozambique’s 

poorest people without vital food assistance. 


